A Day of Prayer to End the Scourge of Modern Slavery

Saturday, 8th February was a significant feast for all those fighting
Modern-Day Slavery, writes Anthony Brown of Caritas
Anti-Trafficking

St Josephine Bakhita is the patron saint of victims of modern slavery and human
trafficking. On this day Catholics are encouraged to pray for all those affected by the crimes
of modern slavery and human trafficking, and the people that volunteer and work to
eradicate it. StJosephine Bakhita bore 144 physical scars throughout her life, which were
received after she was kidnapped at the age of nine and sold into slavery. In 1882 her
suffering was alleviated after she was bought for the Italian Consul where she received
kindness, respect, peace and joy. She was received into the Catholic Church in 1890, joined
the Canossian sisters and made final profession in 1896. The next fifty years of her life were
spent witnessing to God'’s love. She was a source of encouragement to many and her

constant smile won people’s hearts. Surrounded by the sisters, she died on 8 February
1947.

There are an estimated 40 million victims of modern slavery worldwide. Modern slavery
ranks as the second most profitable worldwide criminal enterprise, exploiting people for
little or no pay. It takes many forms including; forced labour, sexual exploitation and
domestic servitude. It affects every country in the world with an estimated 136,000 victims
hidden in plain sight in the UK. The eradication of modern slavery and the pastoral care of
victims is a priority for the Catholic Church. Pope Francis continually draws the attention of
the Church and the wider world to this “a wound on the body of contemporary humanity”.

Ann Cooney, our latest recruit, joined Caritas Anti-Trafficking at the beginning of December
2019. Ann will help us achieve our aim to free Salford Diocese of Modern Day Slavery by 2025.
When the United Nations met in 2015 they set their goals for achievement by 2030.
Sustainable Development Goal 8.7 is: Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate
forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and
elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers,
and by 2025 end child labour in all its forms. Within the context of a global aim to free the
world of Modern Day Slavery by 2030, 2025
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are working in partnership with Greater Manchester Police and Ann will help with the
development and delivery of resources for children in both primary and secondary schools.
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