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Dear Friends, 

Caritas Salford is continuing all front-line services to homeless, destitute, elderly people and refugees, such as providing food parcels. Staff 

and volunteers are coming forward to be redeployed to services that are under-staffed due to the self-isolation policy. Homeless people 

have been moved into single room accommodation and our schools’ service remains open to serve headteachers and pupils alike at this  

challenging time. As I recently told the Tablet, Caritas Salford is coping but each day brings new challenges to deliver our services to the most 

vulnerable. I am concerned that, as many of our services ‘go online’ in order that staff are able to work safely from home during this period 

of lockdown, many vulnerable people could miss out on desperately needed help.  We have received many deliveries of food, and offers of      

support and prayers, for which I am most grateful. I also very much appreciate the work of other charities at this time, such as the SVP, and 

am grateful for a brilliant response from funders and many offering emergency funds. 

Caritas Salford was thanked by Bishop John Arnold for keeping its key workers on the front-line, serving the needs of vulnerable and isolated 

people in the Diocese of Salford in these early days of the Covid-19 pandemic. Bishop Terence Drainey of Middlesbrough has encouraged 

support for all the charities, which are facing increased costs, fewer volunteers and a potential loss of income at this time. He has thanked 

the organisations within the Caritas Social Action Network: "Their dedication all year round is an example to Catholics of how we can put our 

faith into action and live as missionary disciples." 

Please join us in praying for those affected by this current pandemic, with the Caritas prayer below.  

Stay safe, and God bless.  

Mark Wiggin, Director, Caritas Diocese of Salford.  





 Half-Term Hilarity at the Lalley Centre 
Senior Community Worker Sam Birch tells us how they didn’t let the weather 

bother them in their open day during the February half-term holidays.  

The Lalley Centre, MCRactive, Winning 

Hearts & Minds and One Manchester 

got together to have a Lalley Centre open day before the lockdown, during half term. Our mission was to help get children, parents and 

grandparents out and about on rainy, boring days—and boy did we have fun! Laughter was ringing throughout 

the Lalley Centre, both silly and (supposedly) serious  games were played, fruit and cake was a-plenty, and of 

course brews and biscuits were essential for the parents. We potted tiny tomato seeds in our allotment and 

are looking forward to seeing them grow with love and food. Keep an eye out in future half-term holidays as 

we have all agreed that this was too much fun to not do again once things are back to normal.  
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In this unprecedented emergency, Caritas Diocese of Salford have         

compiled the information to the right. This represents the Community     

Response Hubs established by each Local Authority that operates within 

our diocese.   

Please note, not all Local Authorities have announced the location their 

services are based at.  This is to encourage people to call in advance and 

to avoid congregating in groups.  These services represent the response 

of civil authorities and is separate to the response already in place from  

Caritas Salford. There is also available a map of food banks and pantries 

available in the Greater Manchester area at                                           

https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/maps/  

Local Authority Coronavirus Community Hubs 



More than a quarter of adults will find it 

difficult to make ends meet this month.  

If you know an individual or family in 

crisis, maybe we could help through our  

Gubay Crisis Fund, which provides   

emergency grants, or Catholic Family 

Care, which provides clothes or bedding 

to those in need. Please consider making 

an application through your local parish, 

school or Caritas Service, and  apply via 

the Caritas website, or email:        

gubaycrisisfund@caritassalford.org.uk 

Could you or someone you know foster a 

vulnerable child or young person? Could 

you help keep siblings or a parent and their 

child together? 

You can help by inviting us to talk about 

fostering at your local parish/ community 

events, displaying a poster/ banner in your 

local parish, school or  community space. 

Please contact Caritas Fostering on  

info@caritasfostering.org.uk 

Last October Caritas Salford inspired and organised the In Plain Sight conference to develop a 

Catholic partnership to combat human trafficking and modern day slavery.  The conference 

concluded with the words of Cardinal Vincent Nichols.  He said that the conference opened 

the door to the next phase and called for a non-competitive, deeply respectful and shared  

vision around which we can build effective partnerships, apply the perspectives of faith and 

Catholic Social Teaching and be more strategic.  

Caritas Anti-Trafficking continues to play a key part in developing the partnership strategy and 

Mark Wiggin represented Caritas Salford at the next stage.  On 20th February representatives 

from the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales, Santa Marta Group, Religious 

Orders, Dioceses, service providers and support agencies attended a further meeting in       

London.   

Luke de Pulford of the Arise Foundation presented a Declaration of Values and Intent, building 

on his experience of partnership-building in India.  There was a unanimous agreement on the 

need to collaborate, and strong support for Luke’s draft Declaration as the basis for future  co-

operation. The document now moves to a wider consultation phase.   

There was also agreement for:   

 A National Co-ordinator for Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery focussed on co-

ordinating improvements in awareness-raising,  advocacy and victim support  

 Development of a national strategy with aims, objectives and clear targets,               

encouraging awareness-raising and education, linked to local partnership-based       

responses  

 Awareness-raising in parishes and schools to be increased considerably  

 A platform for resources, which organisations and groups could use to store their own 

materials for others to access, freely use and adapt  

 Engagement of the theological community in producing catholic social thought         

commentary and reflections on this work  

 The full account of the Church’s work to be collated, appraised and made known as the 

basis for future action  

Caritas Salford Anti-Trafficking has started down this road and is sharing ideas and resources 

with the archdioceses of Birmingham, Liverpool and Westminster.  A key priority for us is the 

development of education in schools to raise awareness on the nature of human trafficking 

and modern day slavery and how pupils can play their part in recognising the signs.   
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One Step Further To Partnership Working in the Fight Against Modern Day 

Slavery 



Rochdale Catenians Supporting Caritas & CAFOD.  

Caritas Anti-trafficking would like to express 

their sincere gratitude and thanks to Fr Paul 

Daly, the parishioners and the Catholic    

Women’s League at Our Lady and St Joseph’s 

Parish in Heywood for the collection and large 

donation of soap, flannels and other toiletries.  

Parishioners committed to helping victims of 

Modern slavery and human trafficking         

following a moving talk given by Sister Imelda 

Poole IBVM (Loreto), who works and supports 

victims in the UK, across Europe and             

particularly in Albania through the grassroots 

foundation called Mary Ward Loreto (Albanian 

Mission Against Human Trafficking) 

www.albaniahope.com and                         

www.renate-europe.net 

Ann Cooney, our Modern Slavery Co-

ordinator, gratefully received the donation 

and once the Covid-19 lockdown is over, plans 

to distribute the items to partner organisations who also work to  support victims to rebuild their lives free from  Modern slavery.  

If you would like to know more about our work to end Modern Slavery please email Modernslavery@caritassalford.org.uk  

Caritas Anti-Trafficking News 

Called to Action Stars 

A BIG THANK YOU must go to our latest Called To Action Stars who have helped Caritas Services 

and their local community.   

St Paul’s in Feniscowles raised £204.42 for Age UK by holding a toy sale in school. Caritas Ambassadors at St    

Theresa’s in Derker started a gardening project, working with Veg In The Park. St Teresa’s in Irlam started a Post 

Card Club in which pupils were invited to write messages to lonely & isolated people. 

Thank you so much to all involved for your generosity.  

Is your school a Called to Action Star? Let us know what you did, how you did it and what the impact was, by emailing 

k.ansley@caritassalford.org.uk  

Once again the Rochdale Catenians have been 

kind enough to concentrate their  fundraising 

in aid of Caritas Diocese of Salford for another 

year, as well as for CAFOD. Mark Wiggin 

attended their annual dinner at the Royal Toby 

Hotel on 3rd March to collect their donation. 

The Catenians select a new chairman each 

year, who chooses which charities that year’s         

fundraising activities will benefit. Caritas has 

been lucky the past two years to have been 

supported by Lawrence O’Donnell, one of our 

parish representatives and Catenian chairman 

from 2018 till 2019, and then by his successor 

Graham Sivills, who chose to split donations 

between Caritas and CAFOD. Graham is       

pictured here with his wife Briege, Caritas   

parish representative for St Vincent’s, Norden; 

Mark Wiggin and CAFOD Area manager Simon 

Halliwell.  
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rep, Ann Cooney, Susan Coates & Fr Paul Daly.  
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Last week Brother Paolo of the Taizé           

Community wrote to us: 

 

“I thought I should write just a few lines to 

share how we are living in Taizé. The biggest of 

the camping fields, which every year at this 

time is full of big blue tents for the youth 

meetings, currently contains an impressive 

crop of daisies! 

 

“Nearly all the 40 young volunteers have returned to their families across the world. In the community, we are living, eating and praying in 

eight distinct groups so that if someone is infected it will not send us all into quarantine.  Every evening at 7:30pm (UK time) one of these 

groups share their prayer by live stream. Not all of the community are in Taizé, of course. There are the brothers who are living in very poor        

communities across the world: Brazil, Cuba, Bangladesh, Senegal. The brothers in Alagoinhas, northeast Brazil, write that the first cases of 

the virus have just appeared in their city. All activities with local people have been stopped. They are seeing how to live out the celebration 

of Holy Week, and how to support isolated people in the neighbourhood. 

 

You can find more on the Community's Facebook page and on Youtube, in particular, a short biblical reflection with Brother Jean-Marc     

related to spending a time in isolation.  With best wishes, especially to those who are facing big anxieties or difficulties, Paolo.” 

 

For more info on the Taizé community, see https://www.taize.fr/en  
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Caritas Salford’s St Joseph’s Mission to 
Deaf People has contributed to the national 

liturgical resources for the Deaf community 
this Easter.  

The videos in the link below have been         
prepared especially for the Catholic Deaf   
community to ensure that there is 

#NobodyLeftBehind as the Church moves 

into its online services for Easter, celebrating 
Holy Week and the Triduum.   

 

https://www.cda-uk.com/videos  

Caritas Salford and Catholic Deaf Association (CDA) working together to ensure the Deaf Commu-
nity can celebrate Easter together. 

The two Young Parents’ residential homes 
we run are facing unprecedented challenges 
during the coronavirus pandemic.  Staff 
have been working extra hard to ensure 
everyone is kept safe, especially young 
mothers, their babies and young children. 
Extra activities have included running      
exercise activities and games, baking, and 
helping people stay in touch with their   
families and loved ones. Initiatives from a 
self-care evening to arts and crafts activities 
are keep everyone engaged and in good 
spirits. The morale is good and we are pleased to report that the social distancing measures are in place.  A special thanks to our local 
mosque and the ‘Benefit Mankind’ team for regular daily supplies of toiletries and foodstuffs.   Please remember all parents and their      
children in your prayers. 
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Caritas Residential Care Homes in lockdown  

Easter at Taizé 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYeKH-ogEOQ
https://www.taize.fr/en
https://www.cda-uk.com/videos


Cornerstone Big Sleepout 

Xaverian College 

Date TBC 

Parish Representatives Workshop 

Cathedral Centre 

6th June 2020 TBC 

 

 

Upcoming Events/Notices 

Examples of how your donations can help us: 

 

 £5 helps us to visit an Older Person at home 

 £10 would help a new Mum at our Young Parents’ Homes in Bolton and Blackburn. 

 £15 buy a new single duvet for use in one of our hostels or homeless accommodation.  

 £25 would pay for one week’s gas and electricity for a Cornerstone client’s one bedroom flat, plus one meal. 

 £50 could pay for supper for 24 people in our Safe Haven ‘pods.’ 

In light of the current lockdown resulting from the Coronavirus Covid-19 pandemic, we have had to postpone several of our 

upcoming events. These are listed below. At the moment we can only wait for the crisis to pass and the safety measures laid 

down by the government to be lifted. We look forward to inviting you to these events again, once it is possible to definitively 

reschedule them.  

GM Citizens Mayoral Assembly 

Holy Name, Oxford Rd, Manchester 

Date TBC 

Caritas Ambassador Training  

Cathedral Centre 

Date TBC 

42nd Annual Justice and Peace          

Conference  

The Hayes Conference Centre,   

Swanwick  

17th—19th July 2020 

#NobodyLeftBehind 

At this troubling time the vulnerable in our society are at stronger risk of falling through the net. If you are still working, or on your essential 

travel to buy groceries for your household, you may have seen fewer people begging, but they are still there, only hidden at this time.     

Caritas Diocese of Salford has seen an increase in the need for our services since this pandemic became part of all of our day-to-day lives, 

and whilst many of our dedicated staff are working from home now, there are many who are still in the thick of it. Our St Joseph’s Welfare 

Service has now transformed to also provide meals for the older people we visit; our Caritas Schools Social Work Team are on call to cater to 

the needs of vulnerable families whose children are still in face-to-face contact with their local Diocesan school, and our supported           

accommodation services (Safe Haven Pods, Morning Star & the Young Parents Units in Blackburn and Bolton) are still providing care for   

residents. At the same time, Cornerstone, the Lalley Centre and Bury Red Door are still serving those in need, albeit in different ways. All our 

services are following stringent social distancing policies in order to keep this virus contained so that we can keep each other safe, and all 

get back to normal sooner rather than later.  

Due to the pandemic, our traditional fundraising campaigns such as St Joseph’s Penny and the Big Sleep Out have been significantly       

affected.  These two events alone help to provide resources that are used all year round to support our services.   Therefore we are appealing 

at this stage for financial donations. Please consider donating to our important work, as we can’t do this without the generosity of our          

supporters. We have received many donations of goods from businesses and members of the public, to help us feed the many rough      

sleepers who come to our doorsteps, and we are so grateful to our wonderful benefactors. If you would like to make a financial donation, 

you can do so by visiting  

https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/service-view/one-off-donation/   

https://www.justgiving.com/caritassalford 

Although we have had to postpone some of our events as you have seen above, you can still take part in fundraising activities for us, like 

Nathan and Clodagh who didn’t let the cancellation of the Manchester Marathon stop them raising money for charity!  

https://tinyurl.com/FundraisingMEN  

Covid-19 Appeal 




