
February 25, 2020: PLASP Faith Sub-Group 

Present: representatives from Clewer, Friendship Foundation, Hope for Justice, Caritas Salford, 

Salvation Army 

We welcomed Estelle Blake of the Salvation Army.  The Salvation Army have safe houses for victims 

of human trafficking, all for men apart from one 

Report from Clewer Provincial meeting at Bishopthorpe 

At couple of point not referred to in the earlier report on Bishopthorpe: the Clewer focus for the 

next five years will take in victim support; the way the NRM is operating and proposed Government 

policy will make things more difficult for potential victims.   

Modern Slavery in Rural Communities Meeting in London, February 20 

Alistair Redfern outlined how he saw us facing a “perfect storm”.  His presentation which he also 

presented at Bishopthorpe is worth summarising as it outlines some of the issues and problems we 

are facing.  The number of vulnerable people is increasing with more  migrants from abroad and the 

“hostile environment” at  home leading to more homeless.  The nature of work is changing with 

more agencies and zero hours contracts.  The Modern Slavery Act has moved down the Government 

agenda and needs to be raised again.   Rights are necessary but dignity is more important.  

Organised crime is growing in the low risk and high profit of modern slavery and County Lines is 

lowering the risk in organised drug crime.  Not noticing becomes not caring as Pope Francis has 

highlighted in his use of the term “globalisation of indifference”.   Businesses too should be 

encouraged to raise the moral standard.  

Ali Capper, NFU, Horticulture and Potato Chair highlighted the number of agency workers needed 

and how Brexit will have a negative effect.  Against a need for 70,000 the Government is proposing a 

limit of 10,000 from outside the UK.  The expected effect is for growing to be moved abroad with 

lower employment standards and more scope for illegal working. 

Shayne Tyler of Fresca Group (Fruit and Wholesale Veg Wholesalers) spoke of the danger of using 

agencies.  He cited a case where a company using an agency had taken in victims of modern slavery 

despite all checks because a member of  the organised group involved  was an employee of the 

company.  To combat modern slavery in supply chains there is Stronger Together which  is a 

comprehensive toolkit to inform, equip and resource businesses to tackle modern slavery in global 

supply chains.  It includes practical advice on the specific steps to take across different areas of the 

businesses to effectively deter, detect and deal with modern slavery.  It can be downloaded here.   

Shayne made the point that rather than looking for the abnormal we should look for the absence of 

normal.  The latter is harder for the traffickers to hide. 

David Maggs of Bristol Diocese spoke of Hidden Voices which is a resource to awaken in churches a 

passion for working with their communities and responding to the needs of the vulnerable and 

marginalised. It describes a simple process that helps to build community, with the church acting as 

a catalyst. Hidden Voices takes the spirit of Stories on the Street, and adapts it to the specific context 

of responding to modern slavery.  Hidden Voices is written in three modules.  Caroline Virgo would 

like to run courses for us and has offered to attend April PLASP.  David is working with Small and 

Mediium Enterprise to develop slavery free towns and communities.  Learn about Slavery Free 

Cities.  

 

https://www.stronger2gether.org/product/toolkit-for-global-supply-chains/
https://www.theclewerinitiative.org/hidden-voices
http://rightstrack.org/slavery-free-cities-why-community-is-key
http://rightstrack.org/slavery-free-cities-why-community-is-key


 

Rights, dignity and religion responding to ‘modern slavery’  

Caritas Salford was interviewed as the part of the Leeds/Sheffield Universities research project - 

Understanding the role of faith based organisations in anti-trafficking in January 2018.  The 

preliminary report from this research Faith Responses to modern day slavery was presented at the 

Rights, dignity and religion responding to ‘modern slavery’ conference  at St Mary’s Conference 

Centre, Sheffield on 24 January. 

The stated aims  of the research is were to determine: 

 Which faith based organisations are involved in anti-trafficking, and what do they do? 

 Is there anything distinctive about the work being done by faith-based organisations? 

 What ideas and images about trafficking are present in policies, campaigns, and media stories? 

 Why are faith-based organisations increasingly visible in anti-trafficking 

The meeting were surprised and uneasy that rather than apparently addressing the above aims the 

key recommendation of the report was that everyone working to support people exiting modern 

slavery ensure they implement the Slavery and Trafficking Survivor Care Standards (Human 

Trafficking Foundation), including standard 1.1.5 on Freedom of Thought, Religion and Belief.  The 

full report will come out later but for the moment it feels like a missed opportunity to highlight the 

unique work of faith based organisations and their potential to make a major influence in 

responding to modern slavery. 

Some snippets 

The PLASP Homelessness event on March 11 at Blackburn Library has attracted 50 delegates for 

each of the two sessions (morning and afternoon.)  The Passage has sent us 100 of their handbooks 

to give out on the  day. 

PLASP has made a 20 minute video of Marik, the trafficked man who is keen to speak to audiences 

about his experience.  When Marik presents, the video will be used rather than have him speak and 

he will then answer questions. 

Future Meeting dates  

28th April; 16th June 

 

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/socstudies/news/report-launch-faith-responses-modern-slavery
https://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/policy

