
Pro-Life Meeting, May 30 2019 

Present:  Arnold Marsden, Theresa Mercer, Maureen Mercer, Mary O’Reilly, Anthony Brown, Lewis 

Guest 

In view of the small numbers, and the age group, at this and preceding meetings, these notes are 

intended to reflect the issues and stimulate thought and discussion in the wider group.  They clarify 

and extend what was actually said.  We hope that we can attract more people and particularly from 

younger generations and that the Pro-Life agenda can be seen as an integral part of our Faith. 

We were pleased to welcome Lewis Guest for his third Pro-Life meeting.  Lewis also came on our 

recent Pro-Life walk.   Lewis lowered the average age of attendance by nearly half a generation and 

we hope that by one means or another we can turn that into a whole generation. 

Anthony Brown quoted from  Helder Camara, formerly Archbishop of Olinda and Recife, 

Pernambuco: "God does not accept praise, gifts and honour from those who have no eye or heart for 

the human family, his sons and daughters of all races, all colours, all languages and creeds   We 

cannot be true Christians  without honouring Christ  but honouring Christ is not enough, it is only the 

start and must never stand alone.  Our group must seek ways to promote pro-life through words and 

action. 

Pro-Life Walk 

The walk attracted around 75 people and so far monies received amount to about £2,100.  If the 

past is to be repeated we can expect the sum to rise to over £3,000.   We were concerned to hear 

from David Alton, speaking at the start of the walk, that next year the walk will be from Stonyhurst 

College and centred on Theodore House.  The Pro-Life Group knew nothing about this and envisage 

costs and practicalities that would exclude their ownership and involvement.  Anthony Brown to 

seek information from Fr John. 

Petitions 

No petitions were exchanged since the last meeting though a number of petition issues had been 

noted.  In particular: 

 Richmond Council has followed Ealing’s lead in introducing a Public Places Protection Order 

(PSPO) to remove any pro-life presence from around the abortion centre.  Essentially this  

criminalises conversations about abortion or alternative options,  or offering leaflets that list 

practical help for women to access.  At the last update on 23 May, Justyna, a volunteer 

counsellor, has been able to file papers at the High Court that will cost her around £25,000.  

 Caroline Farrow is asking for people to pledge to support CitizensGo.  CitizenGO operates all 

over the world and influences institutions, governments and organizations in 50 different 

countries.  CitizenGO is a community of active citizens who work together, using online petitions 

and action alerts as a resource, to defend and promote life, family, and liberty. It works to 

ensure that those in power respect human dignity and individuals’ rights.  See the principles of 

CitizenGo here  



 There have been two petitions from CitizenGo about allowing children to change sex, the most 

recent one after the meeting on June 4,  which maintains that since 2009, the number of 

children referred to the UK's Gender Identity Clinic has risen from 97 to 2,519 with Children as 

young as four being encouraged to present themselves as the opposite sex.  A significant 

influence behind the spread of the transgender ideology is Mermaids CitizenGo describe 

Mermaids as a highly controversial lobby group who have recently been exposed as spreading 

misinformation about the science behind transgenderism and schools' responsibilities under the 

Equality Act. One needs to be cautious about this interpretation and seek guidance but the issue 

itself is very real. 

Given reports of what secondary school children are taught on sex and relationships we 

wondered what happened locally in Catholic schools.  Anthony Brown to talk to Peter Donnolly.  

Young people’s involvement in Pro-Life 

 

Mary O’Reilly had submitted some words for Anthon Brown to put to Fr John to announce after 

Mass.  Anthony had delayed doing this and the meeting had further discussion on this 

problematic issue: 

 

As part of our Parish’s welcoming remit Meriel Woodward has led a couple of sessions with St 

Augustine’s Pupil Chaplains leading to a commitment from Fr John  to include an input on liturgy 

and dance at the Weld Day Mass in July.  We await the pupils’ ideas.  Engaging young people in 

initiatives like this may be a better way in for Pro-Life issues rather than via direct appeals.  We 

will keep in touch with progress and await a suitable time and opportunity for an intervention.  

 

With Pro-Life being widely seen as Fundamentalist and associated with extreme right wing 

politics – note the anti-abortion states in the US and the Catholic population’s support for 

Donald Trump – it is encouraging that there appears to be a shift to Pro-Life in the upcoming 

generation.  Right to Life reports that a recent poll of 10,000 people conducted by Hanbury 

Research shows that  18-34 year olds are the most supportive of any age group of pro-life 

changes  to abortion legislation in the UK.  This doesn’t of course mean that more of that age 

group are supportive than those who aren’t.  

 

However the decline of abortion in Scotland is apparently a matter for concern and a problem 

that needs to be addressed!  A report published in May 2015 Young People’s Knowledge Belief 

and Attitudes to Abortion: An Exploratory Focus Group Study concluded that the decline in 

abortion rates in Scotland was associated with socio-economic deprivation and that:  

• There are fundamental gaps in young people’s knowledge about abortion relating to basic 
information on the where, when and how of abortion. 

• Attitudes to abortion are formed in this knowledge vacuum and are strongly influenced by 
moral judgements and gender norms. 

• Both of these issues act as a barrier to ensuring that young people can make informed 
choices and access relevant services in relation to decisions about pregnancy outcomes 

 
However there has been criticism of  this research, its methodology and findings. 
 

https://www.mermaidsuk.org.uk/


Day for Prayer, June 16 
 
There will be Exposition at 3.00 pm followed by Benediction at 4.00 pm 
 
Maryvale Mother and Baby Home 
 
 Mary O’Reilly reported that she had received a further £230 for Maryvale and commented on 
the commitment and dedication of the workers there, caring for young mothers who are 
sometimes difficult and not always easy to warm to. 
 
Hope in the Future Notice Board 
 

This is an outstanding action point from the last meeting to consult with the Missionary 

Steering Team (Hope in the Future) on raising the profile of Pro-Life.  It links with other means of 

raising awareness within the remit of the Communications and Media Group. 

 

Next meeting 

 

The next meeting is September 12 

 

Anthony Brown 

 

June 16 2019  

 

 


