
March 7, 2019: Pro-Live Meeting 

Present: Arnold Marsden, Anthony Brown, Teresa Mercer, Maureen Mercer, Lewis Guest, Mary 

O’Reilly 

We welcomed Lewis Guest from Bolton by Bowland, not a parishioner but someone concerned 

about  Pro-Life issues who had picked up details of our meeting from the Parish website.  Lewis said 

that his reason for coming to the pro-life group was because he thinks the issue of what is happening 

to unborn children isn't talked about enough and seems to be heading in the wrong direction. It is 

something he’d like to learn more about and do something to help.  

Along with clothes and other things needed in a Mother and Baby Home people have donated over 

£2,000 in cash.   This has enabled improvements in carpets and sofa and a move from clothes rails to 

wardrobes.  Fran Chambers of the Maryvale Supported Accommodation in Blackburn has noted that 

this has improved the standard of living “phenomenally”.  The achievement  is a credit to one person 

who agreed to talk the lead in supporting mothers and babies and it shows what can be achieved by 

a few people working individually and without group guidance.  We hope it can be an example to 

others. 

The next Pro-Life walk is on 6 May starting at 1.00 pm on St Michael and St John’s Primary School car 

park.  In the past we have had around 100 walkers and around 50 from our Parish.  It attracts people 

from far away places in the north of England, and people of non Christian faiths.  Once again we 

expect David Alton, with Fr John in the lead.  

We discussed the appropriateness of circulating the many news articles and petitions on Pro-Life 

issues and agreed that we should ask people if they want to receive them.  

With the demise of the Knights of St Columba Group in our Parish there is a notice board free at the 

back of St Michael and St John’s which Hope in the Furure will use and which will provide an 

opportunity to highlight Pro-Life issues.   

We discussed the age profile of the Pro-Life Group and the Parish generally and the need to engage 

with the younger generation.   We should target top end secondary and 6th form capitalising on the 

social justice orientation of many young people but offering support and resources for their own 

initiatives rather than expecting them to join ours.  We should acknowledge the new Faith 

perspective they are more inclined to –  a Poor Church for the Poor, a church that 

“is slowly dying and another slowly coming to birth”., and  the writings and words of Pope Francis.   

We agreed that we would get a date for Pro-Life Lenten Stations at Sabden.  

June 16 is Day for Prayer, for discussion at the next meeting. 

The next meeting is April 11 at 7.30 pm in the Presbytery.  


