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“I’d be delighted to 
come and give a talk ! 
What do you want me 
to talk about, Anthony ?

Live Simply

Laudato Si

CAFOD

Hope in the Future

Evangelii Gaudium

B.O.B. boxes

45 minutes !





Live Simply Laudato Si CAFOD

Hope in the 
Future

Evangelli
Gaudium

B.O.B. 
boxes



What inspires us ?

Christ & the 
scriptures

The 
pastoral 

cycle

Catholic 
Social 

Teaching

What I see What I hearThe people I meet

Give 
Act 
Pray



Catholic Social Teaching
The Church’s social teaching shows us how to build a just society and lives of holiness in the 21st century

Each person is SACRED
made in God’s image, equal in dignity.

Each person is SOCIAL
called to participate in family and community.

All people have RIGHTS and RESPONSIBILITIES.
The right to life and its necessities, the responsibility to respect the rights of others and 
work for the common good

We care for people who are POOR and VULNERABLE
before all else.

Workers have RIGHTS and work has DIGNITY
We are partners, with God, in creation. 

We care for CREATION.
We live in interdependence with all God has made. 



In a strange sort of way, despite everything I 
went through, it made me who I am today : a 
good person who is deeply sorry for anyone I 
may have hurt in my life.

Now, at seventy-one years old, I ask myself, 
what was all that about ?

All that violence, theft, anger and hatred for 
territorial or material gain, when in fact none of 
us own anything. 

In life we are passing through, guardians of what 
we have, certainly not owners.



What kind of world do we want to leave 
those who come after us ?

What is the purpose of our life in this world ?

What is the goal of our work and all our efforts ?

What need does the earth have of us ?



What strikes me about ‘Laudato Si’ ?

Develops Pope John Paul II’s call for “ecological conversion”

…. change of direction …. 

…. caring for our common home

…. complex world but a clear message of hope

Joined up thinking

Inter-connections



Humanity still has the ability to work together in 
building our common home.

Men and women are still capable of 
intervening positively.

Human beings are also capable of rising above 
themselves, choosing again what is good and 

making a new start.

Messages of hope



A ‘new way’ forward

Human, social, economic and environmental 
problems call for a faith-based response

Inter-connected problems

We cannot try to tackle poverty without caring for the earth.
We cannot care for the earth without caring for the people who live on it.

Integral-human development

Integral-ecology

Sustainable development



Integral Human Development

A life with dignity
Where people are able to access basic services and are included in 
social, political and economic life – empowering people to make 
changes in their own lives 

Just and peaceful relationships
By addressing power, equity and conflict issues people can feel safe 
within their family community and actively engage in community 
activities.

Sustained economic wellbeing and resilience
Where people have access to resources necessary for life for them 
selves and their families.

Influence and independence 
By improving the ability to access information and resources people 
should be able to influence attitudes and decisions that affect their 
lives.



Fr Augusto Zampini Davies

CAFOD Theology adviser

Vatican : Dicastry for Promoting Integral 
Human Development 

ex – Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 

“ The poor are impacted most by 
climate change, yet they have 
done the least to contribute to it. 
We must convert and change our 
lifestyles and help others cope 
with the climate change we've 
caused."







Pope Francis’ exhortations and the Pastoral Cycle

Experience

Analysis

Reflection

Action 2013 2015

20162018

Celebrate



The same message … from different perspectives

“ .. embark on a 
new chapter of 

evangelisation..”

..missionary disciples..

“ .. urgent appeal 
for a new 
dialogue..”

..care for our common home..

Think

Pray

ACT



“ We are called to find 
Christ in the poor, to 
lend our voice to their 
causes, but also to be 
their friends, to listen to 
them, to speak for them 
…”

“ A true ecological 
approach always becomes 
a social approach; it must 
integrate questions of 
justice in debates on the 
environment, so as to 
hear both the cry of the 
earth and the cry of the 
poor…”



What actions can we take ? 

Micro Macro

In ourselves and 
in our own lives

In our local 
community

..regional

…national

…international

♪♪ …. I can’t change the world but I can change the world in me …. ♪♪

♪♪ …. Do what’s good for you or your not good for anybody…. ♪♪



Positive actions with CAFOD

.local

…national and 
international

Become an MP correspondent

Become a ‘Live Simply’ parish

Become involved in CAFOD 
campaigns and advocacy work

..regional



2000 : Jubilee petition 2005 : Make Poverty History 2007 : Unearth Justice

2008 : Climate Change Act 2013 : G8 – 0.7% 2013 : Hungry for Change

2015 : Paris climate deal 2017 : Ficamaua eviction 2017 : Power to Be





MP Correspondent



Plan for 
action

‘Livesimply’ began in about 2006, in the 
run up to the anniversary of ‘Popolorum
Progressio’. 
The ‘Livesimply’ principles of living simply, 
sustainably and in solidarity were drawn 
up by a group of theologians, for CAFOD. 



“..Active participation in both 
prayer and action.”

“If we were all to undertake just one 
task in our parishes we would transform 
the witness we give and make a different 

to the lives of so many people.”







Live wisely.

Live wisely.

Think deeply.

Love 
generously.

Pope Francis 
asks us to do 

3 things:

What does he mean ?



Think deeply.

What does he mean ?



Love generously.

What does he mean ?



“..listening to the 
the cry of the earth 
and the cry of the 

poor…”

A practical response to 
‘Laudato Si’



..”and by buying the boxes we provide 
much needed funds to help the poorest of 
people to have clean water and build 
sustainable livelihoods for themselves...”

£ 10 donation

returns to the 
project to keep it 
self-sustaining

£ 3.00 £ 7.00

to be spent on

ordering 
more 

materials





In “Laudato Si”, the letter of Pope Francis to 
us all, he talks about our “care for our 
common home”. We have to look after our 
world and all the creatures in it, just as we 
are to look after each other and never forget 
or ignore the needs of the people in the 
poorest countries of the world.

The B.O.B. boxes give us a real 
opportunity to connect with nature, by 
helping endangered birds and bats that are 
so important to our local environment

And by buying the boxes we provide much 
needed funds to help the poorest of people 
to have clean water and build sustainable 
livelihoods for themselves

The B.O.B. box is local.
It’s impact will be global !



WHY WE’RE IN THE SIXTH 
GREAT EXTINCTION AND WHAT 

IT MEANS TO
HUMANITY

Partha S. Dasgupta and 
Paul R. Ehrlich
February 2017

Presented at a joint meeting of the Pontifical 
Academy of Science and the Pontifical Academy 
of Social Sciences, on Biological Extinction, 
held in March 2017)







Cardinal Peter Turkson

Prefect of Dicastry for Promoting Integral Human 
Development 

“Work for the common good involves taking steps to 
resolve the “ecological debt” between the global north 
and south.”

“The first step is to humbly acknowledge the harm we 
are doing to the Earth through pollution, the 
scandalous destruction of ecosystems and loss of 
biodiversity, and the spectre of climate change.”

“And to realise that when we hurt the Earth, we also 
hurt the poor.”







St Edward’s, Lees, Oldham – Parish workshop









“It is not enough, however, to think of different 
species merely as potential “resources” to be 

exploited, while overlooking the fact that they have 
value in themselves.”

Their value lies in their creation by God and that we do 
not have the right to cause their extinction and take 

away their ability to live their purpose and give glory to 
God, simply by their existence. (Paragraph 33.)

Why bother ?



Very directly, Pope Francis blames human disruption 
for the loss of species and expresses concerns that 
the loss might cause us harm in the future as we 
destroy resources that might be needed to find cures 
for diseases and other un-yet discovered scientific 
breakthroughs for humans and the environment.



1 action

28 benefits to 
UK biodiversity

11 bird 
species

17 bird 
species



B.O.B. box adaptations for birds

25 mm 28 mm 32 mm

Blue tit

Coal tit

Marsh tit

Great tit

Tree sparrow

Pied flycatcher

House sparrow

Nuthatches

Open box

Pied wagtail

Spotted flycatcher

Robin

Terraced boxes

House sparrows like neighbours !

Make a 2-5 B.O.B box terrace !



‘Open’ box

Pied wagtail

Robin

Spotted flycatcher

25 mm

28 mm

Blue titMarsh tit Coal tit

Great tit

Tree sparrow

Pied flycatchers

32 mm

House sparrowNuthatches

17
species



Hearing the cry of the earth 
and 

the cry of the poor

B.O.B. box is local.
It’s impact will be global !



1 B.O.B. box £ 7 to spend on 
‘World Gifts’

10 B.O.B. 
boxes

£ 70 to spend on 
‘World Gifts’

50 B.O.B. 
boxes

£ 350 to spend on 
‘World Gifts’

What difference will B.O.B make ?



What difference would 4 B.O.B. boxes makes make ?

£ 25

The world of a difference to the thousands of 
children without a birth certificate !

In developing countries where births often go 
unregistered, not having a birth certificate can 
cause real difficulties. Much more than a 
simple piece of paper, by helping someone get 
a birth certificate this charity gift can make 
the difference between poverty and 
opportunity.



What difference will B.O.B make ?

Total value = £ 9251 1,156 B.O.B. boxes

£ 7,300

973 B.O.B boxes








