
    
                            

 

 

REFUGEE RESPONSE         NEWSLETTER N0.7           JUNE 2018 

EDITORIAL  
Refugee Week (18-24 June) is an opportunity to reflect on the plight of refugees 
world-wide and an opportunity to live in solidarity and take action. Caritas is 
concerned about the situation of refugees and asylum seekers worldwide and here in 
our Diocese. Worldwide there are 65 million displaced people and over 80% of the 
world’s refugees are hosted in developing countries who struggle to provide for their 
own citizens. By contrast, many of the wealthiest countries in the world are here in 
Europe and are amongst the most unwelcoming places where refugee numbers are 
restricted to a few thousand and the asylum systems are dysfunctional causing 
unnecessary suffering to many people who have already suffered enough. Pope 
Francis has outlined four principles to help all of us to stand in solidarity with 
refugees: Welcome; Protect; Promote and Integrate. Refugee week is an opportunity 
for us all to listen afresh to the cry of the poor and follow Pope Francis’s example 
when he says, ‘I welcome refugees!’  
 

SEAN RYAN AWARDED MBE FOR REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT 

 
In the New Year’s honours list, Sean Ryan received an MBE for his pioneering work 
on refugee resettlement.  Drawing on all his resources and with support from Caritas, 
Sean mobilised his parish of St Monica's in Flixton and became the first Home Office-
approved Community Sponsor in the UK.  Sean is now the full-time National Refugee 
Resettlement Officer employed through Caritas Salford Diocese. As the National 
Coordinator for the Catholic Church in England & Wales, Sean gets to visit Dioceses 

18-24th 
June 



and parishes all over the country.  He says.  “My job is to encourage, help equip and 
support Catholic communities (and indeed many others of all faiths and none) as 
they answer the call of Pope Francis to take in a refugee family within their own 
community.”  Sean said, “What an amazing Pope we have! Ever since he made that 
call in autumn 2015, we’ve been opening door after door of the Catholic Church in 
England and Wales to do exactly as he asked”.   

 

POPE FRANCIS LEADING THE WAY FOR CARITAS & THE DIOCESE OF SALFORD  

 
We have a duty toward our brothers and sisters who … have been forced to leave their homeland: a 
duty of justice, of civility and of solidarity. -Pope Francis  
 
Back in September 2015, Pope Francis launched his global appeal to every religious 
community, diocese and parish to respond to refugees and the largest humanitarian 
crisis that forced migration in has created in modern times.  Caritas Diocese of 
Salford responded immediately with a Refugee Response plan that we shared with 
every parish and school in the diocese. Since then we have:  

 Become the first UK charity to host a refugee family under the new Community 
Sponsorship scheme  

 Supported 10 parishes in Salford Diocese to host a refugee family each 
 Supported over 50 parishes nationally to host a refugee family  
 Opened up two refugee drop-in centres in Wythenshawe (with Caritas Shrewsbury) 

and in Rossendale (with Haslingden Community Link) 
 Opened 5 houses for refugees 
 Established and Education Service in Manchester to teach English to 150 refugees 

and recruit 60 volu8nteers to teach  
 Piloted a learn to teach English programme for volunteers  
 Supported our partners Revive to host ‘Refugee Dine with Me’ and ‘Refugee Days 

Out’ programmes 
 Hosted a European Conference on refugee resettlement 
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MUSLIMS & CATHOLICS UNITED FOR THE COMMON GOOD  
Earlier this year, Caritas Diocese of Salford and Greater Manchester Citizens were 
pleased to welcome 40 people to an exciting joint meeting between Muslims and 
Catholics from across Greater Manchester, held in the evening at the Cathedral 
Centre, Salford Monday 19th March.   
 

 
 
The meeting was a catalyst for stronger bonds of friendship, trust and mutual 
understanding between two faith communities as they addressed the need to work 
together to support refugees and asylum seekers especially through the Community 
Sponsorship scheme pioneered by Caritas Diocese of Salford for the resettling of 
refugees, on which the Catholic church is now leading the way nationally.  Director of 
the Syrian community group Rethink, Rebuild Society, Dr Haytham Alhamwi 
summarized the message from the evening when he said, “Be the extended family 
that refugees need. Human, spiritual support is more important than money”. 
 
CALL TO ACTION  
Pope Francis recently reminded the world that our mission is to welcome, to protect, 
to promote and to integrate. This is what Caritas is doing today through parishes, 
communities, groups, services, volunteers and employees in the encounter with 
migrants and refugees. Here are some of our recent stories…  

Refugee Dine with Me, inspired by our parishes and partners Revive. One refugee 
who dined out said:  
 
“It was a pleasure to spend the day with Jane and her family, who were very kind and 
welcoming. We went on a beautiful walk and explored the village and surrounding 
countryside. We enjoyed a delicious traditional English roast and great conversation, 
sharing our experiences with each other.” 
 
 
 
  



Refugee Days Out 
 

  
“This is the first time I have been out in over a year” said one refugee on the refugee 
day out to Clitheroe which is now in its third year thanks to the Clay family of Our 
Lady of the Valley 
 
  

 
   
 
 
Below Mike Kane MP for Wythenshawe visits our English classes at Cornerstone, 
Manchester and the caritas Refugee Response team meet to plan the next steps. 

 
 
 

St Monica’s parish welcomes Irish Minister and 
Cornerstone hosts Mike Kane MP 
Volunteers at St. Monica's RC Parish, Flixton 
welcomed David Stanton, the Irish Minister of State 
for Immigration who visited to find out first‐hand 
how communities can welcome refugees. Minister 
David Stanton said he was ‘very impressed and 
enthused’ by the leadership the parish has shown 
his visit had been a ‘revelation’. 
Departing the meeting to visit the home of the 
sponsored Syrian family, he promised to invite 
Caritas to Ireland to share our experience with the 
voluntary sector and local authorities there.  
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Caritas will be supporting Refugee Week 18th -24th June with a variety of events, 
gathering and celebrations. For example:    
 

Sunday  
17th June 

All Catholic  
Parishes 

Day for Life   
This year’s theme is Human Trafficking.  Card alerting people how 
to recognise and react to signs of human trafficking will be 
circulated in all Parishes.  More info https://t.co/yrZt2nVnGZ  or 
contact Anthony Brown, Caritas Anti-trafficking Volunteer on 
a.brown@caritassalford.org.uk  (see poster) 

Thursday  
21st June 
 4.45 – 5.45pm 

Outside the 
entrance of HOME 
Tony Wilson Place, 
Manchester M15 
4FN 

Hostile Detainment 
A semi-enacted political protest ‘action’ before the Human Flow 
film, highlighting the injustice of immigration detention and a 
tribute to the 120 women on hunger strike during March this year. 
www.homemcr.org/event/hostile-detainment 

Thursday  
21st June 
17:50 

HOME, Manchester Human Flow Film 
Shot in 23 countries over the course of one eventful year, this epic 
film journey by internationally renowned artist Ai Weiwei gives a 
powerful visual expression to human migration, and documents 
the courage, endurance, and unassailable spirit of the displaced. 
www.homemcr.org/film/human-flow/  

Thursday  
21st June 
8.30 – 10.30pm 

At the café-bar at 
HOME 
Tony Wilson Place, 
Manchester M15 
4FN 
 

Migrant Frontiers 
The panel will reflect on the Human Flow film, the injustice of 
immigration detention, the history of migrant justice and the work 
of Virtual Migrants who are marking 20 years of art and activism. 
Live poetry from Sai Murray with musical backing will punctuate 
the discussion.  www.homemcr.org/event/migrant-frontiers  

Saturday  
23rd June 
10:30am & 
1pm 

St Michael & St 
John’s School Field 
&  
Stonyhurst College  

Clitheroe Refugee Welcome Day 2018 
Our third such event, bringing the local community together to 
welcome over one hundred refugees and asylum seekers from 
Greater Manchester and East Lancashire. (see poster) 

Saturday  
23rd June 1:30-
4:30pm 

Burnage M19 2LT Manchester City of Sanctuary, Summer Garden Party.   
Tickets available via www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/refugee-week-
garden-party-tickets-42628089764  

Saturday  
23rd  June 

Albert Park, Grecian 
Street, M7 1JF 

Refugee World Cup, Family Fun Day and Refugee Cultural 
celebration  

Sunday  
24th June  
from 1pm  

St James the Less, 
Rossendale 

Share the Journey walk, as an act of solidarity with refugees. 
Three walking options 7.5 mile, 4.5 mile and 1.5 mile.  
Refreshments in the parish centre from 4pm. (see poster) 

Sunday 24th 
June 
3pm- 5pm 

St Michael’s Church 
Hall, Whitefield, 
 

JO COX GREAT GET TOGETHER  
St Michael & St Bernadette’s Community Sponsorship Group 
would like to invite you to a celebration of their refugee 
project. For more info please contact Nicol on 07842119869 



Anti Trafficking Day for Life – 17th June 2018 
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