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Dianne Ngoza faces ananxious wait. Photos: NEIL CROSS

' Fight on to save
' Dianne from

deportation

Community rallies to back Zambian nurse

ByMARK WHITE
markwhite@jpress.co.uk
@clithadvertiser

AZambian-bornnurse who
hasbeen livingin Barrow
could be onthe brink of being
deported.

Dianne Ngoza (47), has lived at
various addresses across Lan-
cashire in her 14 years in the
country. But she now faces an
anxious wait to find out if she
can stay.

The mum-of-one moved
to the UK in 2002 to work as a
nurse - one of many overseas
medical staff working in the
NHS - before volunteering for a
number of community organi-
sationsand churchesacrossthe
Ribble Valley.

The budding professor of

electrical engineering was left
destituteand hasbeen forced to
liveinsheltersacrossthenorth
west for many months.

Shewasdetained on Novem-
ber 16th, but thanks to persist-
ent campaigning by dozens of
Ribble Valleyresidents she was
allowed to stay.

Dianne was then kept at
Yarl’s Wood Immigration Re-
moval Centre, in Bedford, be-
fore friends Tom and Kathryn
Clayagreed her £500insurance,
allowing her to leave on bail.

Dianne now lives at their
Ribble Valley home in Barrow
andisurginglocal folk to get be-
hind her allowing hertolive and
work in England.

She said: “When I lived in
Zambia my family were in-
volved in a lot of politics which
meant we were never safe.

“Wemoved around alotand

tried to stay in the country, but
it just wasn’t possible because
we were scared for our lives. I
came to England to work as a
nurse and before my two-year
visa expired I went to apply to
renewit. '

“After problems with my
lawyers including them incor-
rectly applying for asylum Iwas
evicted from my home.

“Ileft Zambia 22 years ago
and I don’t have any contact
there;infact,Ihavenonetwork
of social, family or work with
anyone back in Africa.

“My residence permit for
South Africa has expired. Af-
tersuchalongtime,Idon’tcon-
sider myself to be Zambian or
South African: I consider myself
British. I have no work experi-
encein Africaand my qualifica-
tions from there are no longer
valid.Ionly speak English and 1
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don’t speak any African dialect.

“I'would like tolive with dig-
nity in this country, working
and taking care of myself, my
daughter and others and the
support I have received from
the community hasbeen amaz-
ing and I can’t thank everyone
enough.

Tom said: “We instantly
liked Dianne the first time we
met her. She is a very talented
person with lots to offer to this

country and we want to do eve-
rything we can do to help her
stay in this country.”

Kathryn added: “Although
this is a personal crisis for Di-
ane, it’s not about religion,
creed or colour, thisisahuman-
itarian crisis and we are partly
responsibleforit. Thejudge did
avery thorough and fair assess-
ment ofthe caseand concluded
that she should be released on
bail and Iam delighted.

“However, we just want to
campaign so that the Govern-
ment listens and allows Diane
toremain and work in the UK.”

Dianne’s support has been
widespread including Ribble
Valley MP Nigel Evansand char-
ity Caritas Diocese of Salford.

Director ofthe charity, Mark
Wiggin said: “Igetdrawn topeo-
ple who need help and Dianne
was one of those people.

“She has so much dignity

nd especally from Tom and Kathryhn Clay

and expects nothing but is so
grateful for everything she gets.
That'swhatmakesuswanttodo
everything we can to help her.”

Meanwhile, MP Nigel Evans
has declared to take Dianne’s
plight to Parliament. He com-
mented: “Itisdeeply saddening
that Dianne is being put in her
current situation.

“Dianne is as ardently at-
tached to Lancashireasanyone
elsewholiveshereandIbelieve

that she should be given leave
to remain. It is perfectly clear
thatlamnottheonlyoneeither.

“I was overwhelmed by the
volume of correspondence I
received from my constituents
in support of Dianne. Iwrote to
Robert Goodwill MP, the Min-
ister of State for Immigration,
to compel him to look into the
mattergiventhelevel ofoutrage
from the public.

“I am further concerned

by Dianne’s treatment in Yarl’s
Wood and the way that she was
separated from her daughter.

“This matterisfar fromover
and it is vitally important that
werememberthat Dianne’sway
oflifeis at stake.

“We must all continue to
raise our voices for Dianne. We
must carry on making as much
noise as possible to show that
the deportation of Dianne Ngo-
zaisnot acceptable.”



