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Fighting human traffickers

How police are combating the crime and how the community can help stop this vile trade

BYMARGARET PARSONS
margaret.parsons@jpress.co.uk
Twitter:@ClithAdvertiser

uman trafficking

and modern day

slaveryisat the

forefront of police

workin East Lan-
cashire.

Cheap rented housing and
large companies offering work
tolow or unskilled peopleis
attractive to many genuine mi-
grant workers. However, it also
provides opportunity for the
unscrupulous to exploit.

Det. Chief Insp. Sion Hall is
thelead officer for traffick-
ing, while also dealing
with child sexual
exploitation, seri-
ousand organised
crime, the Intel-
ligence Unitand
burglariesin peo-
ple’shomes.

He said traffick-
ing “isn’t an epidem-
ic,butitis happening
here”.

Exploitation and slavery in-
volving enforced labour, the sex
industry and organised thefts
have all happened on our streets
and what we hear about happen-
ing nationally and internation-
allyis being played out locally.

Apractising Christian-and
amember of SS Michael and
John'sRC Churchin Clitheroe -
he saysasignificant proportion
ofhistime isinvolved with the
challenges of human traffick-
ing and child sexual exploitation
for which the police have two
specialist, multi-agency teams.
However, the uniformed offic-

.
!

Det. Chief Insp. Sion Hall

ersout on patrol also under-
stand the many aspects of these
crimes so can identify potential
victims while they deal with

all sorts of other everyday inci-
dents.

For instance a patrol may
gotoahouseinvestigatinga
burglary, and sense that there is
something wrong; alocked door,
anervy frightened person. Offic-
erssoon learn tospot the signs
of possible trafficking which can
be happening behind any front
door.

The Intelligence Unitand
the Organised Crime Team pull
together all the various strands
ofinformation so they can target
known and suspected offend-
ers. Thismay be through overt

activity by visits or execut-
ing warrants, or in some
cases through covert
activity such as sur-

veillance.
“Proteus”is
the name forall
activity to counter
traffickingin this
police division.
Earlier thisyear
police carried outa .
crackdown called “Op-
eration Eagle, which involved
swoops by ateam of 25 police,
immigration staffand officers
from the Gangmasters’ Licens-
ing Authority. Visits were made
to seven large employers to
remind them of the law. They
discovered the exploitation of
migrantsat a car wash in Rish-
tonand therewasaraidona
property in Nelson where there
had been arescue afew weeks
earlier of a Polish couple, who
had been working as domes-
ticslavesand livingin agarden
shed. All these cases followed
on from the publicreporting

concerns to the Police. “Don’t
be afraid to report something
suspicious- far better to have
afalse alarm than a missed op-
portunity torescue a victim of
trafficking,” said DCI Hall.
Headded: “East Lancsisa
very diverse area and we cannot
be complacent that things won't
behappeningin any part of the
Division, however, the main ar-

ORGANISED CRIME AND THE TRAF-
FICKERS

Dueto the potential to make vast
sums of money, people traffick-
ing hasattracted the attention of
| many Organised Crime Groups.

The police are working to

identify “hotspot” areas of busi-
ness that tend to attract traffick-
| ersand while the opportunities

easare obviously arealmost end-
the more populat- ‘Exploitationis  less,somespecific
edones-Burnley, mMﬂII areas of concern
Blackburn, Nelson m scale, from arearound low
and Brierfield paid and unskilled
where cheap rent- domestic servitude work. Organised
ed housingand heomploueon‘lnl Crime Groups very
largecompanies  gwerthe victim'slife’ oftenusecash-
offeringwork to only businesses
low or unskilled peopleisattrac- | suchastakeaways, nailbars and
tive to many genuine migrant car washes to employ trafficked

workers, however, this also
provides opportunity for the un-
scrupulous to exploit people.
“Exploitation is verymuch
onasliding scale, from domestic
servitude to complete control
over thevictim'slife. Itisimpor-
tant to understand that control
over vulnerablevictims need
notjust be physical restraint.
Withholding passports and
identity documents, implied
threats and isolation from their
family and friends all work
towards controlling the move-
ment and freedom of victims.

labour, but they also use them to
launder large sums of cash from
illegal drug dealing activities
and prostitution.

They rarely confine them-
selvestojust one area of crimi-
nality and so groups involved
inexploitation may well also be
involved in drugs, money laun-
deringand violence.

Police have dealt within-
stances of slavery or trafficking
inBlackburn, Burnley, Preston,
Chorley, Bolton and Rochdale
which have been reported in the

Press. These cover domestic ser-

What canthe publicdotohelp?

Trafficking s oftenahidd Being distrustful of the authori-

cri vh h e ties.

reluctant to complain. The public -Notin possession of their
helpby spreadi eness passportorotherimportant

ofthei beingvigilantto #

the signs of itation. -Notknow the address of their

Signstolook outfor: home orwork.

Peopleunabletoleavetheirwork  -Receivelittieor

environment. -Work excessive hours withno

-Showing signs that their move- daysoff.

-Showingsignsoffearoranxiety. tion.

Being subjected to viol Ify y ,please

threats of violence against them- report themto the Police or other

selves or their family. agency.

vitude, enforced labour, forced
marriage and prostitution, but
often the threshold of evidence
isnot reached. “More often than
not we have to be content with
convictions for lesser offences
or disruption of activities,” said
DCIHall.

Somelocal examples he
cited include people ensnared
with the promise of work, only
to find themselves forced into
shoplifting to cover their travel
and accommodation expenses.
The debt was enforced through
threats of violence to them and
their families and the police
found it difficult to prosecute
because the victims were too
frightened.

“We offered support and
managed to facilitate their re-
turn to their homeland and the

support of their families. The of- |

fenders were never prosecuted
for this offence, however, once
we became aware of them we
wereable totarget and disrupt
themin an effort to ensure
they don’t do the same
toothers.”

Thereisanon-
going case where
somebody alerted
the Police about
avulnerableman
workinginagaragein
Burnley. He turned out to
be trapped and abused and was
living on the premises. Heisa
UK citizen, but is extremely vul-
nerable due to his mental state
and, through the police working
with other agencies, he has now
moved away and is being sup-
ported and safeguarded. Said
DCI Hall: “Hopefully he will start
anew life. Thisis trafficking
and forced labour, with threats
of violence. A prosecution was
difficult but the man is now safe
and the perpetrator is being tar-
geted to ensure the same thing
won’t happen again.”

Another case involved an
arranged but not enforced mar-
riage, where the victim was con-

| trolled and miserable. She told

police that from the moment
shearrived in the UK she was
lockedin aroom, treated likea
slave, treated badly byup to10
occupants of the house, humili-
ated in front of the family and
systematically raped by her hus-
band. Although she was allowed
out of the house to go shopping
and do chores, her movements
and time away was monitored
and controlled. She eventually
ranaway.

“This case highlights the
differences in offending as this
case falls within the definition of
domestic servitude, rather than
trafficking, because she came
of her own free will. Unfortu-
nately, due toissues of giving
evidence, the case did not make
the threshold for prosecution,
however, she is now out of that
scenario and is building anew
life,” he said.

Summing up, he said human
trafficking happens mainly in
the populated areas, but not
always, sowe should not
be complacent and
%, informationandin-

telligence are key to
identifying both vic-
timsand offenders.
“It'samulti-agency
task - notjustapolice
problem, itisasocial jus-
ticeissue and the signs are
there for people to spot them.
Modern day slavery is more sub-
tle than thinking of animage of a
man chained upinashed.

“People are being exploited
even asyouread this; many
victims don't realise they are
victims and many othersdon’t
knowhowtoreach out for help.
Victimsrarely have the confi-
dencetoreport.

“Itsabout safeguarding - be-
ing proactive rather than reac-
tive and while prosecutions may
bedifficult, disruption s effece-
tive and should be regarded as a
positive outcome.

“Every person should be al-
lowed to live freely and without
fear or exploitation.”




