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olice are leading fight against
the gangs of human traffickers

BYMARGARET PARSONS
www.clitheroeadvertiser.co.uk
@clithadvertiser

PoliceinEast Lancashireare
leading the way infighting the
vile trade of human traffick-
ing-people being sold for slave
labour orforsex.

Adedicated policeteamtocatch
the criminals - with support
from Catholic agencies to help
thevictimsand raiseawareness
-isachieving considerable suc-
cess.

The recent landmark case
at Preston Crown Court when
three Blackburn men were
jailed for more than1oyearsaf-
ter being convicted of human
slavery, was a direct result of
this operation, but police still
needmorehelpfromthe public.

A police campaign to tackle
the problem, Operation Pro-
teus, was launched in Febru-
ary 2014, led by DCI Sion Hall of
Clitheroe and now has a dedi-
cated team of eight officers, the
largestforadivision ofitssizein
the UK. And they have seen the
number of arrests and rescues
of victims increase dramatical-
ly, so much so that traffickers
are starting to move out of the
area and their operations are
being disrupted.
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Anthony Brown and hiswife Mary have set up alocal groupin Clitheroe to combat humah traffickin




“Exploitation of vulnerable
people is totally unacceptable
anditfallstousall totacklethis
problem. Information from the
public will be dealt with sensi-
tively,” said DCI Hall.

Police have liaised with oth-
er forces and with officers in

" Romania where many young
female victims come from af-
ter being lured to the UK with
promises of a better life. They
then find themselves prison-
ersofcruel traffickers, many of
whomrun pop-up brothelsand
sell them for sex. It sounds like
something out of a Hollywood
movie, but is actually happen-
ing here on the streets of East
Lancashire.

Inthepastyeartheanti-traf-
ficking team has arrested and
charged suspects in Burnley,
Pendle and Blackburn and res-
cued victims, many of whom
have now returned home. And
at least two business premises
in the Ribble Valley have been
the subject of police investiga-
tions, following information
from the public,

Work is also ongoingin con-
nection with amuch bigger op-
eration with the Metropolitan
Police, though no arrests yet.
And there are other individu-
als being pursued via Europol.

In addition to the sex traf-
ficking, Operation Proteus has
targeted manybusiness premis-
es and made arrests. Thiskind

DCISionHall

of criminal activity goes un-
noticed, but is happening in
car washes, nail bars, building
sites, takeaways, fisheries, in-
dustrial sites, factories, ware-
houses, agricultural sites and
caravan sites.
DCIHallsaysthatalthougha
significant amount of this suc-
cessisduetopolicesurveillance
and manpower, intelligence

from the public has also been a
factoranditisthissupportthat
the police need most of all.
“Followingofficersreceiving
atweet aboutayounggirl being
held, there was a 9gam briefing
followed swiftly by araid which
led to the rescue of the girl and
three arrests. People are una-
ware that their cheap car wash-
es and takeaways may actually

be at the expense of victims of

exploitation. If it doesn’t feel

right, it probablyisn’t,” he said.
All the re-

madeandvictimsrescued they
areoftenunwillingtotestifyout
of fear. Victims do not always

behave as people

contsexual x ‘Peopleareunaware MSh! et
involved vic- that their cheap car endureagreatdeal
tims - and per- washesandtakea- without tryingto
petrators - from  waysmayactually escape. Which
Eastirin Iﬁn‘ope, beatthe expenseof gllakis}; tl;c; I;ecent
mos oma- et exploi ackburn case a
nia. Tyhe men . m_sof y ita- huge victory for
usewebsitesout- th!I. If '! doesn'tfeel the police and the
sidetheUKtoac-  right, !t probably justice system as
cessthegirlsand isn't’ the men were con-
then advertise victed withoutthe
them according to postcode, testimony of the victims.

nationality and the services
on offer. From the websites it
is easy to see that the girls are
moved from townto town, from
one pop up brothel to another,
never staying too long in one
place.

And as the Police become
efficient at dealing with the
crimethe perpetratorschange
tactics. There has been a shift-
ing of emphasis from pop-up
brothels to outsourcing of
the girls. This happens in ho-
tels where rooms are booked

for short periods and the girls

movedin. With theright type of
hotel, men can movein and out
barelynoticed. Inanattemptto
combat this new development
night portersarebeingtrained
towatch out for the signs.
Once arrests have been

To raise awareness of mod-
ern slavery and get more in-
put from the public, DCI Hall’s
team have been working with
organisations and charities,
including many within the
Catholic Church. Specifically
with the Medaille Trust a na-
tional charity working for the
eradication of human traffick-
ing, and Salford-based Caritas
which providestemporary care
andhousingforthevictimsand
helps them to find permanent
work and housing, or repatria-
tion to their native country.

Caritas and the Medaille
Trust, whose local lead volun-
teers are Clitheroe couple An-
thony and Mary Brown, work
tirelesslyaimingtospread their
message through every church
in the Salford Diocese. Locally

awareness events have been
carried out at Catholic high
schools which now have Cari-
tasambassadors. Prayer cards,
leaflets and information cards
havebeendistributed at nearly
every Catholic church in East
Lancashireandinallthe Chris-
tian churches in Clitheroe..

They also talk to Women’s
Institutes, Soroptimists, Ro-
tary Clubs and other organisa-
tions to let people know about
thisvile trade.

“We believe our campaign-
ing and our partnership with
the police is really working,”
said Anthony Brown. “When
we speak to people locally they
are shocked and appalled at
what is happening so close to
home. We just want people to
be aware and look out for the
signs among their neighbours
andlocal businesses. Asthe po-
lice say, ifitdoesn’tlook right it
probablyisn’t.”

Anyone who suspects that
someone could be the victim
of modern slavery or has sus-
picions about a perpetrator
can share information anony-
mouslythrough Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111 or with police
on101. There is also a national
Modern Slavery Helpline of-
fering confidential help and
advice and you can also report
information to them on 08000
121700.



