
OFFERTORY    Sunday        SMSJ     £689.95    Sabden  £123.34 
                          Christmas                 £2091.58    Sabden £ 260.58 
SOCIAL CENTRE  Sunday evening - in addition to the usual Quiz on Sunday 
evening is ‘Play your Cards Right’.  Please come along - everyone welcome.  

 

The Social Centre is now open through from 12noon on Saturdays & Sundays 

 

PARISH DINNER   February 9th 2013.  Due to increased costs £17.50,  but still 
good value for money. Entertainment - we welcome back Jason Ashton, after 
who so ably entertained us last year.  The menu choices are as follows - 
Main Course - Fish Pie topped with crushed new potatoes and Lancashire 
cheese or Lamb Casserole with apricots and rosemary or Roast Bowland Beef 
with Yorkshire pudding, all served with 2 vegetables.  Sweet - Trifle or Fresh 
Fruit meringue or Fruit Pie or Chocolate Fudge cake.  Tickets will be on sale 
next week after all masses (including Sabden) 
TABOR  The new programmes January - July 2013 from Tabor, the Carmelite 
Retreat House in Preston are now available from both porches. 

YEAR OF FAITH MEETINGS 
SABDEN - St Mary’s, Saturday 5th January 2013 at 10am 

CLITHEROE - The Presbytery, Thursday 10th January 2013 at 8pm 
CLITHEROE - 10 Claremont Avenue, Monday 14th January 2013 at 2pm  

NEW GROUP - CLITHEROE,  
The Presbytery Tuesday 15th January 2013 2.15pm for 2.30pm 

 

CLITHEROE 
LADIES GROUP ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MEAL will be on Thursday January 
17th at the Calf’s Head, Worston - 6.30pm for 7pm £18.50.  Menu’s are avail-
able from the porch.  Please let Daphne or Janet have them back together with 
your money.   
HALF PRICE CALENDARS on sale at the back of church only 50p 
 

SABDEN 
 

BONUS BALL  13 - G.Lambert 
ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL collect batteries and Nestle cereal tokens.  
Please hand in at school or in the container in porch 

 

Crib offerings will go in support of the dioceses’ work  
supporting single mothers 

ROTAS NEXT WK Saturday Sunday 

Welcomers A.Harkin A & J Marsden 

Readers J.Byrne P.Sutcliffe 

Euch Ministers A.Southworth & M.Illingworth J.Hall, S.Hall. T.Mercer 

Tea & Coffee  L & B.Collinson 

Catholic Communities of Clitheroe & Sabden 
 Lowergate, Clitheroe, Lancs  BB7 1AG 

 Tel  01200 423307  website: olotv.org.uk   
Email: smsj@btinternet.com Parish Priest: Mgr John Corcoran RD   

30th December 2012  30th December 2012  30th December 2012  30th December 2012  ---- The Holy Family The Holy Family The Holy Family The Holy Family    

Sunday 
Mass at 9.30am followed by Coffee 

 

Monday & Friday 
Eucharistic Service at 9am 

 

Tuesday (New Year’s Day) 
Mass at noon 

 

Wednesday 
Mass at 9am 

 

Thursday 
Mass at 7.30pm 

 

MASSES RECEIVED THIS WEEK 
Special Intentions x 3, Denis McKenna, Karen Neville, Jacqueline & Eric Cowell, 

Teresa Mercer, Thomas & Winifred Kelly, Norman Bromley x 5,  
 Deceased Astin & Crawford families 

  

SICK  
Sally Hickling, Anthony Cornwell, Bernadette Malone 

 

LATELY DEAD 
Renata Micallef 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Clare Brown,  

Saturday (5th January)   
 11am - 11.55am Exposition 

11am - 11.45am Reconciliation (Confession) 
11.30am Rosary   12noon Eucharistic Service 

6pm First Mass of Sunday (quiet) 

St Mary’s SabdenSt Mary’s SabdenSt Mary’s SabdenSt Mary’s Sabden 
Sunday - Mass at 11am      Friday - Mass at 9.15am 



Dear Parishioners,  
Pope Benedict wrote this Christmas reflection for The  
Financial Times on 20 December.  
 

"Render unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what be-
longs to God," was the response of Jesus when asked about paying 
taxes. His questioners, of course, were laying a trap for him. They 
wanted to force him to take sides in the highly charged political debate 
about Roman rule in the land of Israel. Yet there was more at stake 
here: if Jesus really was the long-awaited Messiah, then surely he 
would oppose the Roman overlords. So the question was calculated to 
expose him either as a threat to the regime, or as a fraud. 
     Jesus' answer deftly moves the argument to a higher plane, gently 
cautioning against both the politicization of religion and the deification 
of temporal power, along with the relentless pursuit of wealth. His au-
dience needed to be reminded that the Messiah was not Caesar, and 
Caesar was not God. The kingdom that Jesus came to establish was 
of an altogether higher order. As he told Pontius Pilate: "My kingship is 
not of this world." 
     The Christmas stories in the New Testament are intended to con-
vey a similar message. Jesus was born during a "census of the whole 
world" ordered by Caesar Augustus, the emperor renowned for bring-
ing the Pax Romana to all the lands under Roman rule. Yet this infant, 
born in an obscure and far-flung corner of the empire, was to offer the 
world a far greater peace, truly universal in scope and transcending all 
limitations of space and time. 
     Jesus is presented to us as King David’s heir, but the liberation he 
brought to his people was not about holding hostile armies at bay; it 
was about conquering sin and death forever. 
     The birth of Christ challenges us to reassess our priorities, our val-
ues, our very way of life. While Christmas is undoubtedly a time of 
great joy, it is also an occasion for deep reflection, even an examina-
tion of conscience. At the end of a year that has meant economic 
hardship for many, what can we learn from the humility, the poverty, 
the simplicity of the crib scene? 
     Christmas can be the time in which we learn to read the Gospel, to 
get to know Jesus not only as the child in the manger, but as the one 
in whom we recognize that God made man. It is in the Gospel  
that Christians find inspiration for their daily lives and their involvement  

in worldly affairs – be it in the Houses of Parliament or the stock ex-
change. Christians should not shun the world; they should engage 
with it. But their involvement in politics and economics should tran-
scend every form of ideology. 
     Christians fight poverty out of a recognition of the supreme dignity 
of every human being, created in God’s image and destined for eternal 
life. They work for more equitable sharing of the earth's resources out 
of a belief that – as stewards of God’s creation – we have a duty to 
care for the weakest and most vulnerable. Christians oppose greed 
and exploitation out of a conviction that generosity and selfless love, 
as taught and lived by Jesus of Nazareth, are the way that leads to 
fullness of life. The belief in the transcendent destiny of every human 
being gives urgency to the task of promoting peace and justice for all. 
Because these goals are shared by so many, much fruitful co-
operation is possible between Christians and others.  
     Yet Christians render to Caesar only what belongs to Caesar, not 
what belongs to God. Christians have at times throughout history been 
unable to comply with demands made by Caesar. From the emperor 
cult of ancient Rome to the totalitarian regimes of the past century, 
Caesar has tried to take the place of God. When Christians refuse to 
bow down before the false gods proposed today, it is not because of 
an antiquated worldview. Rather, it is because they are free from the 
constraints of ideology and inspired by such a noble vision of human 
destiny that they cannot collude with anything that undermines it. 
     In Italy, many crib scenes feature the ruins of ancient Roman build-
ings in the background. This shows that the birth of the child Jesus 
marks the end of the old order, the pagan world, in which Caesar’s 
claims went virtually unchallenged. Now there is a new king, who re-
lies not on the force of arms, but on the power of love. 
     He brings hope to all those who, like himself, live on the margins of 
society. He brings hope to all who are vulnerable to the changing for-
tunes of a precarious world. From the manger, Christ calls us to live as 
citizens of his heavenly kingdom, a kingdom that all people of goodwill 
can help to build here on earth. 

     Finally, on behalf of all parishioners I thank those 
who prepared our two churches and all who helped make 
our Christmas services such wonderful celebrations.  

A happy New Year to all                                   Fr John  


